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-T/ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
THE REPLY FILED 19 December 2005 FAILS TO PLACE THIS APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE. 

1 . □ The reply was filed after a final rejection, but prior to or on the same day as filing a Notice of Appeal. To avoid abandonment of 

this application, applicant must timely file one of the following replies: (1) an amendment, affidavit, or other evidence, which 
places the application in condition for allowance; (2) a Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee) in compliance with 37 CFR 41.31; or (3) 
a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. The reply must be filed within one of the following 
time periods: 

a) £3 The period for reply expires 3_months from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

b) D The period for reply expires on: (1) the mailing date of this Advisory Action, or (2) the date set forth in the final rejection, whichever is later. In 

no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

Examiner Note: If box 1 is checked, check either box (a) or (b). ONLY CHECK BOX (b) WHEN THE FIRST REPLY WAS FILED WITHIN 

TWO MONTHS OF THE FINAL REJECTION. See MPEP 706.07(f). 
Extensions of time may be obtained under 37 CFR 1 .136(a). The date on which the petition under 37 CFR 1 .136(a) and the appropriate extension fee 
have been filed is the date for purposes of determining the period of extension and the corresponding amount of the fee. The appropriate extension fee 
under 37 CFR 1 .1 7(a) is calculated from: (1 ) the expiration date of the shortened statutory period for reply originally set in the final Office action; or (2) as 
set forth in (b) above, if checked. Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of the final rejection, even if timely filed, 
may reduce any earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
NOTICE OF APPEAL 

2. □ The Notice of Appeal was filed on . A brief in compliance with 37 CFR 41 .37 must be filed within two months of the date of 

filing the Notice of Appeal (37 CFR 41 .37(a)), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 41 .37(e)), to avoid dismissal of the appeal. Since 
a Notice of Appeal has been filed, any reply must be filed within the time period set forth in 37 CFR 41 .37(a). 
AMENDMENTS 

3. □ The proposed amendment(s) filed after a final rejection, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will riot be entered because 

(a) D They raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) D They raise the issue of new matter (see NOTE below); 

(c) □ They are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the issues for 

appeal; and/or 

(d) D They present additional claims without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 

NOTE: .(See 37 CFR 1.116 and 41.33(a)). 

4. □ The amendments are not in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121. See attached Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (PTOL-324). 

5. D Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

6. □ Newly proposed or amended claim(s) would be allowable if submitted in a separate, timely filed amendment canceling the 

non-allowable claim(s). 

7. For purposes of appeal, the proposed amendment(s): a) □ will not be entered, or b) S will be entered and an explanation of 
how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 

The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 1.3-5 and 7-12 . 

Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: . 

AFFIDAVIT OR OTHER EVIDENCE 

8. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after a final action, but before or on the date of filing a Notice of Appeal will not be entered 

because applicant failed to provide a showing of good and sufficient reasons why the affidavit or other evidence is necessary and 
was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 1 .1 16(e). 

9. □ The affidavit or other evidence filed after the date of filing a Notice of Appeal, but prior to the date of filing a brief, will not be 

entered because the affidavit or other evidence failed to overcome all rejections under appeal and/or appellant fails to provide a 
showing a good and sufficient reasons why it is necessary and was not earlier presented. See 37 CFR 41 .33(d)(1). 

1 0. □ The affidavit or other evidence is entered. An explanation of the status of the claims after entry is below or attached. 
REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION/OTHER 

1 1. 13 The request for reconsideration has been considered but does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: 
See Continuation Sheet. 

12. □ Note the attached Information Disclosure Statement(s). (PTO/SB/08 or PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

13. □ Other: . 
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Application No. 10/071,110 



Continuation of 1 1 . does NOT place the application in condition for allowance because: Applicant submitted a Declaration under 37 CFR 
§ 1 .1 31 providing facts attempting to prove conception of the claimed invention prior to 1 7 December 2001 , furthermore providing 
documents which attempt to show conception of the claimed invention on or before 7 June 2001 . In response to the Declaration, the 
Examiner utilized the Internet Wayback Machine (www.archive.org) to find a version of the Kurtus reference dated 15 March 2001, and is 
providing a copy of the March reference as evidence that the information relied upon in the primary reference for the rejection of claims 1 , 
3-5 and 7-12 was known prior to the date of 17 December 2001 listed on the front of the primary reference, and indeed extends back to 15 
March 2001 . As such, the information relied upon in the rejection was known prior to 7 June 2001 , and the rejection of claims 1 , 3-5 and 7- 
12 is proper and maintained. 
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Dealing with Dates and Times 
in ColdFusion 

by Ron KurtUS (revised 15 March 2001) 

Search 



Dates and times are used in many ColdFusion applications. Depending on how your database is set 
up, you may have to use special formatting to be see the data correctly, to use as a filter in a query, or 
when submitted through a form. 

Questions you may have are: 

• How do you make sure the date is entered in the proper format? 

• How do you reformat the date to use in a query? 

• How do you insert or update a date or time through a form? 

This lesson will try to answer those questions. There is a mini-quiz at the end of the lesson. 

Query from database 

If your database has dates and/or times located in a text field or column, there are no problems when 
you query the database for those items. 

But usually dates and times are in a date/time database column. This allows you to use other 
date/time functions, such as making comparisons, counting days, etc. Unfortunately, there are some 
database quirks for inputting and outputting data in this format. 

Although your database may store the date as a short date of date/time type, a query will often result 
in the date being in the DateTime format of 2001-02-18 00:00:00. To display the date, you must 
reformat it. 

Check database output format 

A good idea is to query for a specific time and check the output to see what form it is in. 

<CFQUERY DATASOURCE="xxx" NAME="info"> 

SELECT date_used, time_used 

FROM invoices 

WHERE ID = 1 

</CFQUERY> 

Then check the output: 

<CFOUTPUT QUERY="info"> 
#date_used# 
#time_used# 
</CFOUTPUT> 

If the date is in the format similar to 2001-02-18 00:00:00, it is in the DateTime format, and you must 
make some adjustments to view or use the date. Likewise, if the time is in some format like 1899-12- 
30 19:00:00, adjustments are needed. 

Display in proper format 
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To display the date and time in the proper format, you can use: 

<CFOUTPUT QUERY="info"> 
#DATEFORMAT(date_used, "m/d/yyyy")#<BR> 
#TI MEFORM AT(ti me_used , "h:mm tt")# 
</CFOUTPUT> 



The output should result in something like: 

3/25/2001 
2:30 PM 



Filtering in a query 

If you want to use the date and/or time as a filter in a query, and you have seen its output is in the 
DateTime format, you should reformat your date using the CREATEODBCDATETIME and 
CREATEODBCTIME functions to put the them in a form that is readable through a SQL query. 

Format for ODBC 



Examples of formatting the date and time to work in ODBC are: 

<CFSET new_date = #CREATEODBCDATETIMEr3/25/2001")#> 
<CFSET new_time = #CREATEODBCTIME("7:30 PM")#> 



Filter query 

Then you can filter your query: 

<CFQUERY DATASOURCE="xxx" NAME="activities"> 

SELECT * FROM activefield 

WHERE date_used <= #new_date# 

AND time_used > #new_time# 

</CFQUERY> 

Reformat in output 

When you want to display the output, you must format the date and time for the proper appearance: 

<CFOUTPUT QUERY="activities"> 
#DATEFORMAT(date_used, "m/d/yyyy M )#<BR> 
#TIMEFORMAT(time_used, "h:mm tt")# 
</CFOUTPUT> 



The output would look something like: 

3/25/2001 
8:30 PM etc. 



Submitting date and time through a form 

If you want to submit a date and time through a form, it is good to validate that the user entered the 
date in a correct format. You use the <CFFORM> tag in order to do the validation. 



Validate input 

The following code illustrates how to validate date and time inputs: 
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<CFFORM METHOD="POST" ACTION="actionpage.cfm"> 
<P>Enter Date (mm/dd/yyyy) i.e 12/5/2000 

<CFINPUT TYPE="text" NAME="date_used" SIZE= M 10" REQUIRED="yes" 
VALIDATE="date" MESSAGE="Please enter date format mm/dd/yyyy ."></P> 

<P>Enter Time (hh:mm) i.e 7:35 

<CFINPUT TYPE="text" NAME="time_used" SIZE="10" REQUIRED= M yes" 
VALIDATE="time" MESSAGE= M Please enter time format as hh:mm."x/P> 
<INPUT TYPE="submit" NAME="Submit"> 
</CFFORM> 

VALIDATE="date" results in validating that what what is typed in the text box is in the proper date 
format. If it is not, a warning message will pop up when the Submit button is pressed. Note that 
ColdFusion allows the year to be either 2001 or 01 . 

REQUIRED="yes" will ensure the user inputs data in the text box. If no data is submitted, the warning 
message will display. 

The only problem with validating time is that ColdFusion uses a 24 hour clock, instead of AM and PM. 
It might be better not to validate the time and hope the user enters the data correctly. The form would 
appear as below, although the functionality of validation is not available in an HTML page like this one. 



Enter Date (mm/dd/yyyy) i.e 12/5/2000 



Enter Time (hh:mm tt) i.e 7:30 PM 



Another method 

You can also check that the date sent through the form is in the correct format in the action.cfm page, 
by including code similar to: 

<CFIF lsDate(form.date_used) IS "No M > 

Please enter your date in the format MM/DD/YYYY where 

the month, day, and year are all numerical digits.<BR> 

One of your dates is not correct. <BR> 

Please hit your Browser back button and correct the entry.<BR> 

<CFSET error = "yes"> 

</CFIF> 

This method seems a little awkward, but it may be useful in some situations. 

Inserting or updating dates and times 

If you are going to submit a form to insert a date or time in a database table column, or you are going 
to update a record with a date or time, you must reformat the data before making the insertion or 
update. 

The reason is that the <INPUT> operation sends the date and time data as text, which usually will not 
be in the correct format for the database. This means that you cannot use the <CFINSERT> or 
<CFUPDATE> tags to perform the task. Rather, it must be done through a query, using SQL 
commands. 

Submit action page 

Let us submit a form to the action page, inputting a date and time. 




<CFFORM METHOD="POST" ACTION="actionpage.cfm"> 
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<P><INPUT TYPE="text" NAME="date_used" SIZE= M 10 M ></P> 
<P><INPUT TYPE="text M NAME="time_used" SIZE="10" ></P> 
<INPUT TYPE="submit" NAME="Submit"> 
</CFFORM> 

Set format for SQL 

Then, before the data is inserted or updated, it must be set into the proper format for use in SQL 

<CFSET new_date = #CREATEODBCDATETIME(date_used)#> 
<CFSET new_time = #CREATEODBCTIME(time_used)#> 

Insert data 

Because you have created new functions, you cannot use the CFINSERT or CFUPDATE tags. They 
automatically use what was sent via the form to this page. Instead, you must use a query and then 
insert or update with SQL commands: 

<CFQUERY DATASOURCE="xxx"> 
INSERT date_used, time_used 
INTO activefield 

WHERE date_used = #new_date# 
AND time_used = #new_time# 
</CFQUERY> 

Updating is done the same way. 

In conclusion 

It is a good idea to check to see how your data looks from a raw query. Then you can format the date 
. and time data into the proper format. When you submit a date or time through a form, you can validate 
that they are being sent in the proper format in your form. To use a date or time to filer in a query or to 
insert or update the date or time in the database, you must set the item to be in the ODBC format to 
properly use it with the database. 



Seek to better society with your work 



Mini-quiz to check your understanding 



(Note: Your browser must be able to use JavaScript for this quiz to function properly.) 



1. How do you output a date queried from date/time field in a database? 




Use the OateFormat function 




Use Validation 



Use the CreateODBCDateTime function 



2. What is wrong with using validation when inputting time through a form? 



You must use CFINPUT 
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y You can't account for Daylight Savings Time 



faj It uses a 24 hour clock 

3. Why can't you use CFUPDATE with dates or time? 

You need to first convert to ODBC format and then update per field 
CFUPDATE only works with whole numbers 



£^ You can use it for dates but not times 



If you got all three correct, you are on your way to becoming a champion in ColdFusion development. 
If you had problems, you had better look over the material again. 

What do you think? 

Do you have any questions, comments, or opinions on this subject? If so, contact me at 
ron(5)ronkurtus.com with your feedback. I will try to get back to you as soon as possible. Be sure to 
state the title or subject matter, so I will know to what material you are referring. 

Feel free to establish a link from your web site to pages in this site. 



Students and researchers 

The URL of this page is www.school-for-champions.com/coldfusion/dates.htm. Please include it 
as a reference in your report, document, or thesis. 



If you would like to contribute a report, short article, lesson material or helpful tips on ColdFusion 
development, please check contributor information for details on what to do and the benefits you can 
receive. 

Also, tell a friend about this material. 



Where can you go from here? 



• School for Champions 
o Curriculum Outline 

■ ColdFusion Development 

■ Dealing with Dates and Times 



Other good stuff: 
ColdFusion Resources 
Web Development 
Succeed in eLearninq 
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Search 

Enter one or more keywords to search the School for Champions site and find related lessons: 

Search 
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